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Award-winning author launches 
local tale  By Shannon Martin

Working closely with a professional is the best way to create a financial plan - tailored to
your needs. With our knowledge and understanding of the specific issues that affect gay
partnerships, we can help you get started.
Let us show you how to reach your goals!

Associated with Clarica Financial Services Inc.

Building
your future
as a couple.
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www.clarica.com/nardia.leslie
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Bus  204 947-1547  ext 283
Cell  204 229-9822
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and the 

• Transform your patio or balcony into a tropical paradise.
• Transplant your tropical plants in house, apartment, office

service by appointment.
• High quality ceramic, clay and plastic pots available.
• Tropical plants available for sale: plum tree, rubber tree, fig

ficus tree, umbrella plant, Peace lily, many more available.

Babylonian Botanical landscape
793-4790

9:00 am till 2:00 pm 7 days a week

James

Reserve your spot for spring yard cleanup and summer
garden, yard service. Phone 793-4790 for details.

Prune your Elm & Maple trees before the
Elm Beetle wakes up

Available for rototilling your vegetable garden 
and flower beds.

Spring is Here
Snow is Melting

Local queer artist Shawna Dempsey performed at the International
Women’s Week Cabaret of Monologues held at the Colin Jackson Studio
Theatre on March 13. The event benefited the Playwrights Guild of
Canada Women’s Caucus, as well WAVES (Women’s Action Against
Violence and for Equal Status), which was created at the University of
Winnipeg.

Chandra Mayor reading from Cherry during the book’s launch at Happening’s.

Twenty minutes before doors open for the
book launch of Chandra Mayor’s first nov-
el, Cherry (Conundrum Press), she’s trying
to calm this nervous reporter, rather than
concentrating on her big night.

At first glance from across a wobbly table
in Happening’s basement on March 11,
Mayor, 30, looks intimidating. Her strappy
high-heel sandals, the ones she slipped on
after coming downstairs to the bar, make
her the same height as the drag queen who
performs later on. But once she flashes a
smile, the feeling of intimidation fades —
slightly. If she’s nervous, too, she doesn’t
show it.

Cherry offers a side of Winnipeg
that hasn’t been seen in print.

“I feel good, you know…anticipatory,”
says Mayor. “I want people to enjoy the
show, drink, dance, have a memorable
night. That’s the plan.”

She’s talking about her dual book launch
with poet Jon Paul Fiorentino, who’s pro-
moting Hello Serotonin. The night also
includes a drag show, art exhibit, and book
signing.

Mayor’s book, Cherry, tells a story about
an unnamed young girl barely slipping
through life during the 90s Winnipeg skin-

head scene. It has seven parts that are each
named after a Winnipeg street, representing
different stages of the girl’s life. Mayor, who
grew up in St. Boniface, says Cherry offers a
side of Winnipeg that hasn’t been seen in
print.

“The streets of Winnipeg become a char-
acter in the book. But it offers a different
kind of realistic Winnipeg than, say, the one
that turned up in [Carol Shield’s] Republic of
Love,” says the queer writer, who now lives
in Wolseley with her daughter.

Mayor says she wanted to present the
windy city on a darker level, offering an
alternative version of the city. But that does-
n’t mean you have to be a Winnipegger to
understand the story.

“Although it’s a very Winnipeg story, it’s
also read as a teenage experience,” says May-
or. “People will respond to it very emotion-
ally, especially anyone who has hung around
with punks, experienced sexual assault, or
abortion.”

“I think it will resonate with women.”
Some critics call Cherry confessional, beg-

ging the question about Mayor’s own child-
hood, and whether she went through any of
the same experiences as the narrator.

“Because it’s written in a first person and
present tense [many people assume it’s me].
Particularly with this book.” says Mayor,
who left home at an early age. 

“But I have to emphasize it’s fiction first.
There’s a general relation to the girl’s experi-
ence…and the youth culture scene in Win-
nipeg. Some of it is based on real stuff, or
stories I made up or heard about happening.
But it’s put together; it’s fictional.”

Mayor wrote the novel in three months
beginning last fall after the launch of her
first book, a poetry collection called August
Witch (which won the Manitoba Writer’s
Guild Eileen McTavish Sykes award for best
first book last year). 

“I wrote the project [Cherry] very quick-
ly,” says Mayor. “In a way I feel more
attached to it than August Witch because
with August Witch I worked on most of the
poems for a long time. Writing poetry is
more specific, you spend more time working
on it, focusing on the details so readers can
enter into it.”  

Check out <chandramayor.com > or
<jonpaulfiorentino.com>

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
fi

 P
ie

la
hn

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
fi

 P
ie

la
hn


